178

There is nothing more to write of what occupies
Maharshi's mind during these circuits. The rest of this
chapter will deal with the way in which his entourage
conduct themselves and the benefit they derive. His
fame is so great and the merit of feeding him is so highly
prized that as soon as people hear of his starting on the
pilgrimage they prepare or obtain articles of food, wait
at a number of wayside buildings, and request him and
his group to stop and partake of their offerings. Some-
times they cook there and feed (especially if the circuit
is by day) the whole group. As one might expect, most
of the followers are attracted by the religious merit of
the circuit, and the Maharshi/s company. A few are
always attracted by the <( loaves and fishes " and the <( pots
of manna " and some by sheer curiosity. But even fools
who come with grosser ends in view, get some spiritual
benefit by observing the noble and inspiring conduct of
Maharshi and his chief disciples : the impressions of the
circuit soak unnoticed into their subconscious minds
where they germinate, grow and fructify, and hasten the
awakening.

Let us see what the Swami's chief followers do and
think on these occasions. It is a trite saying that the
same objects are seen by different people differently, by
reason of the difference in their equipment, attitude, etc.
Some of the SwamPs camp have always been quite prosaic,
matter of fact men, of whom it may justly be said,

A primrose by the river's brim
A yellow primrose was to him
And it was nothing more,